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Projek sungai
buatan RM300j
dijangka
bermula awal
tahun depan

Kuala Terengganu: Projek pem-
binaan sungai buatan bernilai
RM300 juta bagi mengurangkan
risiko banjir, terutama di dae-
rah Kemaman, dijangka mula
dilaksanakan awal tahun de-
pan

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa Keba-
jikan, Pembangunan Wanita, Ke-
luarga dan Perpaduan Nasional
Terengganu, Hanafiah Mat, ber
kata projek sungai berjarak sem-
bilan kilometer bagi mengurang-
kan banjir di beberapa kampung
di bandar Chukai itu akan di-
lakukan selepas kerja pengam-
bilan balik tanah penduduk se-
lesai.

Katanya, projek bermula dari
Kampung Paman ke Tasik Bung-
kus di Ibok, dijangka mengambil
masa kira-kira enam tahun un-
tuk disiapkan.

“Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS)
sudah memberi kelulusan lapo-
ran Penilaian Kesan Alam Se-
kitar (EIA) untuk kerja melebar-
kan sungai buatan sejauh 250 me-
ter dengan ketinggian dua meter.

' Apabila siap, projek ini dijangka
dapat meminimumkan pertem-
bungan air sungai Air Putih dan
Sungai Cerul di Hulu Kemaman,”
katanya ketika dihubungi sema-
lam.

Hanafiah yang juga Ahli De-
wan Undangan negeri (ADUN)
Chukai berkata, banjir besar
yang melanda Kemaman sehing-
ga menenggelam dan merosak-
kan kediaman penduduk pada ta-
hun lalu berpunca daripada per-
tembungan air, terutama apabila
berlaku fenomena air pasang be-
sar.

“la menyebabkan beberapa ka-
wasan di sekitar Chukai seperti
Bandar Baru Bukit Mentok,
Kampung Pengkalan Pandan dan
Kampung Tempurung tenggelam
ketika banjir tahun lalu,” kata-
nya yang juga Timbalan Penge-
rusi Jawatankuasa Bencana Ne-
geri.

Katanya, Terengganu dijangka
dilanda hujan lebat ketika mu-
sim Monsun Timur Laut mulai
akhir bulan ini yang boleh me-
nyebabkan banjir di kawasan
rendah.

“Kita menjangkakan pening-
katan taburan hujan sehingga
3,600 milimeter (mm) tahun ini
berbanding hanya 3,000 (mm) ta-
hun lalu. Jika taburan hujan an-
tara 300 hingga 400mm sehari,
banjir mungkin berlaku seperti
di Gunung Jerai, Kedah, iaitu
disebabkan kepala air,” Kkata-
nya.

Sehingga kini, katanya, tabu-
ran hujan di negeri ini adalah
sebanyak 2,000mm dengan kadar
taburan dalam sehari sekitar
80mm.
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Kartel ulat jenazah Covifi-19 sukar dibendung tanpa kerjasama waris

Jangan reda, segera buat laporan

Oleh ABDUL RAZAK IDRIS
utusannews@mediamulia com my

KLANG: Ahli keluarga waris
jenazah meninggal dunia akibat
Covid-19 yang merasakan mere-
ka terpedaya dengan caj ma-
hal oleh kartel diminta tampil
membuat laporan kepada pihak
berkuasa.

Mereka hanya perlu menge-
mukakan bukti seperti resit kepa-
da polis, Suruhanjaya Pencega-
han Rasuah Malaysia (SPRM),
Jabatan Agama Islam Selangor
(JAIS) atau Kementerian Kesiha-
tan.

Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Pelabuhan Klang, Azmi-
zam Zaman Huri berkata, sikap
waris yang reda dengan perbua-
tan kartel pengurusan jenazah
menyebabkan kegiatan tersebut
tidak dapat dibendung secara
menyeluruh.

“Kegiatan tersebut telah ter-

jenis-jenis kematian.
1 lanjut, A

bukti apabila SPRM bil
tindakan terhadap kakitangan
hospital yang terlibat.

“Sepatutnya waris yang ter-
paksa membayar caj melam-
pau kepada kartel pengurusan
jenazah melibatkan orang dalam
ini tampil membuat laporan dan
menjadi saksi,” katanya ketika
ditemui di sini semalam.

Baru-baru ini, akhbar ini
melaporkan, lima kakitangan
jabatan forensik sebuah hos-
pital di negeri ini ditahan ber-
hubung kes rasuah penguru-
san jenazah selepas dipercayai
mengaut keuntungan kira-kira
RM22,000 dalam tempoh dua
tahun sejak tahun 2019.

Satu sumber berkata, petugas
kesihatan Gred 19 hingga Gred
29 itu menerima habuan antara
RM300 hingga 400 bagi setiap
jenazah daripada ejen mengikut

berharap lebih ramai waris yang
terpaksa membayar caj melam-
pau oleh kartel pengurusan
jenazah di hospital tertentu
memberi maklumat kepada
SPRM agar kes tersebut dapat
dibanteras.

“Saya difahamkan, waris-
waris yang teraniaya hingga ter-
paksa membayar caj tayamum
jenazah hingga empat angka
mengambil sikap berdiam diri
kerana mengambil prinsip tidak
mahu memanjangkan perkara
tersebut.

“Bagaimanapun saya menye-
ru mangsa-mangsa yang terli-
bat tidak terus berdiam diri dan
membiarkan saki-baki kartel
pengurusan jenazah terus ber-
maharajalela menganiayai waris
pesakit Covid-19 dan lain-lain
sebab kematian,” katanya.

Islam Selangor bagi
~MINGGUAN / ZULFADHLI ZAKI
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'LUAS anjur program Pengurusan
Risiko Rasuah bersama SPRM

SEBAGAI inisiatif

diberi

integriti, Lembaga Urus Air

(LUAS) k
program latihan bagi
meningkatkan kefahaman
Pengurusan Risiko Rasuah
(CRM) dengan Suruhanjaya
Pencegahan Rasuah Malaysia
(SPRM).

teknik CRM menggunakan
proses penilaian,” katanya.

Kursus Latihan Penyediaan
CRM tersebut diadakan di LUAS
selama tiga hari bermula 12
hingga 14 Oktober.

Menerusi kursus tersebut,
SPRM memberi pemahaman

LUAS dalam satu y
memberitahu, kursus tersebut
dianjurkan bersama Ketua Unit
Pemeriksaan dan Perundingan
SPRM, Azuan Adzhar.

“Objektif kursus bertujuan
untuk memberi pendedahan dan
pemahaman tentang keperluan
merangka CRM di LUAS.
Pegawai-pegawai LUAS akan

terlibat berhubunrg ;roses
kawalan atau intervensi yang
berbeza.

H KAKITANGAN LUAS menjalani
kursus Latihan Penyediaan
Pengurusan Risiko Rasuah
bersama SPRM di ibu pejabatnya
diShah Alam, Selangor.
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lasihat untuk
seluruh umat
Islam adalah
bagi
membimbing
dan memberi
tunjuk ajar
kepada mereka
demi
kemaslahatan
diri mereka
juga, sama ada
di dunia
mahupun

di akhirat

LENTERA HADIS

USAH BUKA AIB, BERI
TEGURAN SECARA TERTUTUP

Bersama

ntara kejahilan mengenai adab
memberi teguran yang dikhuatiri
makin berleluasa kini ialah
membuat penjelasan tentang
sesuatu kesilapan atau kesalahan
dilakukan seseorang di media
sosial tanpa individu terbabit
mengetahui teguran disampaikan.
Sedihnya, dia hanya tahu setelah
video atau entri berkenaan
ditonton atau dibaca oleh ribuan,
malah puluban ribu orang
sedangkan maruahnya sudah pun
jatuh dan tercalar. Adakah begini
adab yang diajarkan Islam?

Niat yang ikhlas tidak memadai,
jika cara digunakan hakikatnya
hanya menjatuhkan, mengaibkan
atau memburukkan peribadi
seseorang. Sepatutnya hanya
kesalahannya sahaja yang
diceritakan tanpa menyebutkan
namanya kerana demikianlah cara
sunah yang sebenar. Rasulullah
SAW apabila menegur seseorang
baginda akan menyebut secara
umum: “Ma balu aqwam..” (Apa
kena orang ini...) Riwayat Abu
Dawud

Menyuruh kepada kebaikan dan

APABILA teguran dilakukan secara beradab. permusuhan dapat dihindari dan mengekalkan persaudaraan.

mereka hendaklah dengan lemah
lembut, penuh adab, hormat serta
menjaga lidah daripada mencaci
mereka.

Diceritakan, Khalifah al-Ma'mun
pernah meminta seorang zahid
memberikannya nasihat, lalu dia

a: “Bolehkah aku bercakap
adapmu?” Jawab
Tidak, kerana

ya Allah telah

mencegah daripada k karan
serta nasihat-menasihati,
berpesan-pesan dan
tegur-menegur amalan yang
dituntut oleh agama. Nabi SAW
bersabda: “Agama itu adalah
nasihat”. Kami bertanya: “Untuk
siapa?” Baginda menjawab: “Untuk
Allah, untuk kitab-Nya, untuk
Rasul-Nya, untuk pemimpin
golongan Muslimin dan seluruh
umat Islam.” Riwayat Muslim
Bagaimanapun, dalam memberi
nasihat perlulah dipelihara
matlamat dan adabnya, apabila
nasihat yang diberikan bertujuan
supaya umat Islam sentiasa
melaksanakan segala perintah
Allah SWT dan menjauhi segala
larangan-Nya, sentiasa membaca
dan mengamalkan tuntutan
al-Quran serta sentiasa mencintai
serta mengikuti sunah Nabi SAW,
Nasihat untuk pemimpin boleh
dibahagikan kepada dua, sama ada

mcug\llmk.m Musa AS, sedangkan
dia lebih baik daripadamu, kepada
Firaun, sedangkan dia lebih buruk
daripadaku. Namun firman-Nya:
Kemudian hendaklah kamu
berkata kepadanya dengan
kata-kata yang lemah lembut.”
Surah Taha: 44

Allah SWT turut berfirman:
“Serulah ke jalan Tuhanmu (wahai
Muhammad) dengan hikmah
(kebijaksanaan) dan nasihat
pengajaran yang baik.” Surah
an-Nahl: 125

Diriwayatkan, Hisyam bin
Hakim RA pernah menegur
seorang gabenor, lyadh bin Ghanm
RA dengan kat: ta kasar
sehingga Iyadh naik marah.
Kemudian beliau membacakan
kepddn Hisyam hadis Nabi SAW:
“Sesiapa yang hendak menasihati
sultan (penguasa) tentang sesuatu
pcrknm nuk.- janganla h dia

pe pin dunia
pemimpin agama (uldmab Nasihat
untuk pemimpin dunia adalah
bertujuan supaya mereka bersikap
adil, tidak berbuat zalim serta
memperjuangkan kebenaran.
Nasihat untuk ulama pula adalah
bertujuan supaya mereka

ikan ilmu,
kebenaran dan menghapuskan
kebatilan. Namun, cara menasihati

terang-terangan, umpl h(‘l’lddkldh
dia mengambil tangannya, lalu
duduk bersunyian dengannya. Jika
dia menerima nasihatnya maka
itulah sememangnya dan jika
tidak, dia telah pun menunaikan
kewajipannya terhadapnya
Riwayat Ahmad

Nasihat untuk sclumh umat

)

Sesiapa yang hendak
menasihati sultan (penguasa)
tentang sesuatu perkara
maka janganlah dia
melaksanakannya secara
terang-terangan, tetapi
hendaklah dia mengambil
tangannya, lalu duduk
bersunyian dengannya.

Jika dia menerima nasihatnya
maka itulah sememangnya
dan jika tidak, dia telah pun
menunaikan kewajipannya
terhadapnya™

Riwayat Ahmad

dan memberi tunjuk ajar kepada
mereka demi kemaslahatan diri
mereka juga, sama ada di dunia
mahupun di akhirat. Justeru,
orang yang memberi nasihat perlu
menjaga maruah orang yang
din ati dan menutup
keaibannya. Elakkanlah daripada
menasihatinya di depan orang
ramai, tetapi nasihatilah ketika dia
bersendirian atau di tempat
tertutup. Imam as-Syafie berkata:
siapa yang menegur
saudamn\d secara
sembunyi-sembunyi maka dia
benar-benar telah mcnasihatinya
dan menjaga aibnya. Namun,
sesiapa yang menegurnya secara
terang-terangan maka

b dia telah

Islam adalah bagi g

memalukannya dan membuka
aibnya.”

Beliau turut berpesan:
“Sampaikanlah nasihatmu
kepadaku semasa aku bersendirian
dan elakkanlah memberi nasihat
kepadaku sewaktu orang ramai.
Sesungguhnya memberi nasihat di
khalayak ramai itu adalah salah
satu bentuk celaan yang aku tidak
reda mendengarnya. Sekiranya
kamu menyalahiku dan
mengingkari pesanku ini maka
janganlah kamu terkejut |1La
nasihatmu itu tidak ditaati

Seorang ahli hadis, Mis'ar bin
Kidam ditanya: “Adakah kamu
suka orang yang
mcngkhaharkanmu tentang

ib 7" Lalu dijawab
“Sekiranya dia menasihatiku
dalam keadaan hanya diriku dan
dirinya maka jawabnya ya. Namun,
sekiranya dia menegurku di
khalayak ramai, jawabnya tidak.”

Imam al-Ghazali dalam Thya'
Ulumiddin mengulas: “Benar kata
beliau kerana sesungguhnya
teguran di khalayak ramai itu
hanyalah perbuatan
memalukannya.”

Jelasnya, teguran secara private
(tertutup) adalah cara yang paling
afdal dan lebih menarik orang
yang dinasihati untuk mendengar
serta menerima dengan insaf.
Seandainya umat Islam
mcngh* ati kefahaman

lemikian, nescaya per l
dan perpecahan yang berlaku
dapat dielakkan.

Penulis Ketua Unit Hadis di

Institut Kajian Hadis & Akidah

(Inhad), Kolej Universiti Islam
Antarabangsa Selangor (Kuis)
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Air di KL, Klang masih terjejas

SHAH ALAM - Klang dan Kuala
Lumpur merupakan dua Kka-
wasan yang masih belum pulih
sepenuhnya daripada gangguan
air yang berlaku sejak 13 Oktober
lalu.

Dua kawasan itu telah men-
capai kerja-kerja pemulihan me-
lepasi 90 peratus setakat pukul 6
pagi semalam.

Bagaimanapun, gangguan
bekalan air di enam lagi wilayah
seperti Hulu Selangor, Kuala Lan-
gat, Shah Alam, Kuala Selangor,
Petaling dan Gombak telah pulih
sepenuhnya.

Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd (Air Selangor) dalam satu
kenyataan memaklumkan, ke-
seluruhan pemulihan bekalan di
998 kawasan terjejas telah men-

capai 98 peratus.
Bagaimanapun tambahnya,
pemulihan di kawasan yang

masih mengalami gangguan
adalah bergantung kepada jarak
lokasi premis pengguna dan te-
kanan air pada sistem pengagi-
han bekalan.

Terdahulu, Menteri Besar Se-
langor, Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari
memaklumkan, Loji Rawatan Air
Sungai Selangor Fasa 1 di Bukit
Badong, Kuala Selangor perlu me-
lalii proses penvelenggaraan dan

ORANG ramai mengangkat air selepas kawasan kediaman mengalami
gangguan bekalan di sekitar Lembah Klang bermula 13 Oktober lalu.

menyebabkan gangguan berjadu-
al bermula 13 Oktober sehingga 9
malam tadi.

Kerja penyelenggaraan itu
bagaimanapun dilaporkan siap
lebih awal iaitu pukul 8.15 malam
pada Rabu lalu berbanding jang-
kaan asal pukul 11 malam.

Penyelesaian itu membo-
lehkan bekalan mula disalurkan
ke tangki imbangan serta agihan
sebelum diagihkan kepada peng-

guna di kawasan terjejas dan su-
sulan itu Kuala Selangor dilapor
menjadi wilayah pertama mula
mendapat bekalan air.

Bagaimanapun, dalam tem-
poh berkenaan pengguna di ka-
wasan terjejas masih boleh men-
dapatkan bekalan di Pili Awam
serta Stesen Pengisian Air Ko-
mersial yang boleh disemak loka-
sinya di hentitugas.airselangor.
com.
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Gangguan bekalan air di Lembah Klang pulih sepenuhnya

KUALA LUMPUR - Gangguan bekalan
air di 998 kawasan di Wilayah Petaling,
Klang/Shah Alam, Gombak, Kuala
Lumpur, Hulu Selangor, Kuala Langat
dan Kuala Selangor telah pulih sepenuh-
nya pada 6 petang Sabtu.

Ketua Komunikasi Korporat
Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air
Selangor), Elina Baseri berkata, syarikat

itu mengucapkan ribuan terima kasih ke-
pada pengguna di atas kesabaran dan ker-
jasama yang diberikan sepanjang tempoh
ini.

Gangguan bekalan air itu disebabkan
kerja penambahbaikan dan penyenggara-
an aset kritikal di Loji Rawatan Air Sungai
Selangor fasa | (LRA SSP1) yang dimula-
kan pada Rabu.
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Mah: Ministry
looking

into Tamil
school plight

THE Education Ministry will work closely
with relevant stakeholders to repair a four
decade old school after its roof fell off —
again.

Deputy Education Minister Datuk Dr
Mah Hang Soon said the ministry is wait-
ing for reports from the district education
office (PPD) and the Malaysian Public
Works Department (JKR) before deciding
on the next course of action to fix SJK(T)
Telok Panglima Garang.

“This school is 44 years old and upon visit-
ing it, we noticed that the roof had fallen off.

“We are still waiting for the reports to
know what the issues are and what steps can
be taken to repair the building soon.

“We will work closely with Kuala Langat
MP Datuk Dr Xavier Jayakumar (on
improving the building’s condition),” he
said after visiting the school in Banting
with Dr Jayakumar last Thursday.

The school has a total of 478 pupils. No
one was hurt when the roof fell off on Oct
12,

SJK(T) Telok Panglima Garang parent
teacher association deputy chairman

Inspection: Dr Mah inspecting the damage. (Inset) The fallen roof.

Kamalanathan Chellappan said this is not
the first time the roof has fallen off.

“We have had this problem for many
years, and each time, it just gets repaired.

“This time around when PPD and JKR
Kuala Langat told us the same, we took a
firm stand to say enough of repairing, give
us a new roof.

“We suggested demolishing the building
with the fallen roof, and replacing it with a

new structure; we have enough land,” he
said, urging the government to use its alloca-
tion wisely for the children’s development.
“We hope Mah'’s visit will accelerate the
process of improving our school,” he said. —
By SANDHYA MENON A

Watch the video
TheStarTV.com %
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(Pics from left) Southern Realty set aside RM250,000 to deliver foodstuff to people hard hit by the pandemic; handed over an X-ray machine and other medical equipment and supplies
worth RM500,000 to Hospital Tengku Ampuan Rahimah in August 2021; and, donated protective items costing RM120,000 to the Klang Municipal Council.

KLANG-BASED FIRM GIVES BACK TO HOMETOWN FOLK

KLANGITES have much to be
proud of their city famed for its
delectable food.

From yummy savoury delights
of bak kut teh and ikan bakar to
sweet treats like apple strudel and
pandan layer cake, this is a town-
ship that keeps on serving.

This also holds true for Klang-
based Southern Realty (Malaya)
Sdn Bhd that set aside RM250,000
as part of its ongoing food aid initi-
ative within the community since
July 2021.

Southern Realty aims to reach
out and deliver food boxes to
households and individuals experi-
encing hardship during these try-
ing times, pledging 500 boxes
monthly to those in need.

Each food box contains pantry
essentials such as a 5kg bag of rice,
noodles, canned goods, sugar,
along with a variety of sauces and
condiments.

The palm oil and real estate
investment company estimates

Southern Realty donates foodstuff, hospital equipment and protective items to the community

these boxes would reach some
2,500 households in the Klang
region. With assistance from the
police and the Klang Municipal
Council, more than1,000 families
have received food hoxes to date.
“As a company based in Klang,
we feel it is our responsibility to

“We understand that these peo-
ple are in dire need of basic neces-
sities and we want to help alleviate
any burden our neighbours may be
facing, and wish to contribute in
any way we can,” he says.

In the spirit of banding together
to fight Covid-19, the company
di d some RM500,000 worth of

provide for the y in
times of need,” says Southern
Realty senior director Dr Nick Low.

“We will strive to continue our
longstanding commitment to the
community and ensure everyone is
taken care of. We have witnessed
the impact of the pandemic first
hand, and decided to contribute
over RM1mil to tide the various
members of the Klang community
over the Covid-19 pandemic.”

Low says that many people have
lost their main source of income
due to the pandemic and continued
lockdown measures.

medical equipment and supplies to
Hospital Tengku Ampuan Rahimah
in August, 2021.

Southern Realty’s contributions
consist of new machines and essen-
tial equipment upgrades for the
radiology, forensic and laboratory
departments, as well as the Covid-
19 response team.

The hospital received a brand-
new mobile FDR Nano X-ray
machine that is critical for evaluat-
ing Covid-19 patients, 30 mechani-
cal hi-lo hospital beds, body racks,
and a variety of laboratory test

equipment and other essentials.

HTAR consultant haematologist
Dr Tan Swee Looi says: “When the
influx of patients overwhelmed
our facility, Southern Realty’s dona-
tion of GeneXpert to the pathology
department and digital portable
X-ray machine to the radiology
department had our backs cov-
ered.

“They even looked into the wel-
fare of our frontliners’ physical
and mental well being with their
thoughtful gifts. My sincere grati-
tude to Southern Realty for the

g and timely assi e.”

To motivate the frontliners fur-
ther, the company donated
RM350,000 worth of amenities
such as refrigerators and micro-
‘wave ovens to staff pantries at all
the wards as well as 200 vouchers
of full board holidays to be used by
the frontliners when the pandemic

settles.

“Frontliners and healthcare
workers are the community’s last
line of defence against Covid-19.
We want to show our support and
do what we can to motivate them
to continue their fight.

“Their wellbeing, especially their
mental health, is our priority,” says
Low.

Aside from hospitals within the
Klang region, Southern Realty also
donated essential protective items
to the Klang Municipal Council.

The company contributed
RM120,000 worth of protective
iters such as disposable PPE cov-
eralls, Covid-19 antigen rapid tests,
surgical face masks, soft nitrile
gloves, disinfectant and hand sani-
tisers to the local authority.

For more information, go to www.
southern.com.my
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Strengthening our
booster strategy

As Covid-19 booster shots appear increasingly necessary, here
are five suggestions to consolidate our approach to them.

By Dr IVANNA SIM, Dr SEAN
THUM and Dr KHOR SWEE
KHENG

AS we transition into an endemic
Covid-19 stage, booster vaccine
doses are inevitable.

For example, on Sept 22, the US
Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) approved a single Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine hooster dose for
three groups of people six months
after they complete their primary
vaccination series.

They are: those aged 65 years
and above, those who are at high
risk of severe Covid-19, and those
with frequent exposure to Covid-
19

Following this, Health Minister
Khairy Jamaluddin announced the
rollout of booster doses in Malaysia
from this month onwards for se-
lected targeted groups.

However, the world continues to
face shortages of Covid-19 vac-
cines.

Although vaccine shortages are
worse in low-income countries,
middle-income countries like
Malaysia are not spared.

We have enough vaccines for
approximately 110% of our popula-
tion, but that number may be
under-counting our actual popula-
tion and boosters may deplete our
supplies.

Therefore, it is crucial for Malay-
sia to implement an effective,
nuanced and targeted booster
strategy.

Here, we propose five ways to
strengthen Malaysia’s booster stra-
tegy and support public health out-
comes.

Strengthen primary

vaccination
Firstly, we need to strengthen
our ongoing primary inati

Public education and communication should be continued to improve public confidence in the Covid-19

series.

The primary goal of vaccination
is to confer immunity on the entire
population.

Malaysia’s own Real-World Eva-
luation of Covid-19 Vaccines under
the Malaysia National Covid-19
Immunisation Program study has
shown strong protection from the
three main vaccines used (Astra-
Zeneca/Oxford, Pfizer/BioNTech
and Sinovac) against infection,
symptomatic disease and ICU
(intensive care unit) admission.

This shows that two doses of
the Covid-19 vaccine are highly
effective and protective against
the SARS-CoV-2 virus, and likely
sufficient for the general popula-
tion.

Therefore, while we roll out
booster doses to protect those who
remain at risk, an equal focus
should remain on our primary vac-
cination series, especially in states
with low vaccination rates.

For example, on Oct 11, only 65%
of the adult population of Sabah

the need for booster shots. — FAIHAN GHANI/The Star

Selangor state public health, unity, women and family development

had been fully al-
though the national average is now

Collect booster shot data

Secondly, we need to gather and
publicize data on the need for
boosters in high-risk groups.

Currently, there is limited data
globally on Covid-19 vaccine hoost-
er doses, like who should receive
them, when, how often and the
safety profile.

Therefore, to increase public
confidence in our ongoing primary
vaccination series, we urge the
Health Ministry to gather and pu-
blicise local data and evidence on
the definition of high-risk groups

Dr Siti Mariah Mah

d shows a graph on Covid-19

patient admissions to hospitals in the state for the period of Sept 1-21.
Data on booster shots should be similarly gathered and publicised to
help increase public understanding on the issue. — Bernama

and their indications for booster
doses.

This data will hopefully increase
public understanding on issues
such as the increasing infection
rates in states with high vaccina-
tion rates, like Sarawak.

Following this, the promised tar-
geted booster strategy should be
publicised.

Some points to cover include
transparent data on vaccine supply
across states and regions, detailed
definitions on high-risk groups,
logistics of the administration of

booster doses, and whether these
booster doses are necessary or may
be opted out of by targeted groups
who have previously received two
doses.

Continue public

communication

Thirdly, we must educate and
reassure the public that vaccines
remain important and useful, even
if we need a booster shot.

As in many aspects of health,
adequate patient or public educa-

tion will create understanding and
motivation, while reducing fake
news.

In this education process, the dif-
ferences between a third Covid-19
vaccine dose and booster doses
should be clarified, as these two
terms are currently used inter-
changeably.

Although this may now be a
minute detail, it may generate
public distrust in the two-dose
Covid-19 vaccine regime or other
vaccination initiatives.

Proper education on the diffe-
rences between these two terms
will increase public i

ble with widespread immunity
achieved through vaccination.

Current data indicates decreased
efficacy of Covid-19 vaccines over
time, suggesting the need for
repeated booster doses, and per-
haps even a Covid-19 vaccine every
12-18 months for selected high-risk
groups.

Therefore, our long-term strate-
gy should include the embedding
of regular booster doses into the
National Immunisation Program-
me (NIP), unlike the current situa-
tion where boosters are being ad-
ministered through the National
Covid-19 Immunisation Program-
me (PICK).

In other words, we need to shift
the Covid-19 vaccination cam-
paigns from “carmpaign mode” to
“routine mode”.

Developing our own vaccines

Finally, we should utilise this
opportunity to accelerate the deve-
lopment of a National Vaccine
Development Strategy.

The procurement of Covid-19
vaccines for Malaysia has not been
an easy feat.

Furthermore, repeated purchas-
es can be costly.

Malaysia has long produced
international award-winning scien-
tists, suggesting that our country
has the intellectual capacity to
come up with our own vaccines.

‘We must now build the regulato-
ry and manufacturing capacity to
match our intellectual capacity.

This can be made possible by
appropriately building and invest-
ing in the country’s manufacturing
facilities, by aligning with health
policy areas of the 12th Malaysia
Plan (MP12).

In addition to ensuring efficient
and wise resource allocation of
vaccine production, any advance-
ment in manufacturing facilities
will further strengthen Malaysia’s
public health and pandemic pre-
paredness in facing future health
crises.

However, the government must
create the conditions for private
sector investment in manufactu-
ring, rather than act as the sole or
biggest investor.

This will ensure a clear separa-
tion between government and
business, increase the chances that
capital will be allocated efficiently
and reduce the risk of corruption.

One part of the whole

Although currently controver-
sial, Covid-19 booster doses are
being increasingly accepted as a
necessity.

Nonetheless, there are still ways
for us to a1 the booster

of the reasons for booster or third
Covid-19 vaccine doses, which will
increase public confidence in our

hooster strategy.

Communication with the public
needs to be simple and targeted to
our unique Malaysian demogra-
phic, which includes using multiple
languages, formats and media.

Making it routine

Fourthly, a booster strategy must
be long-term and short-term at the
same time.

We urge the government to
begin laying down a sustainable
foundation for an endemic Covid-
19 strategy.

“Zero-Covid” strategies are slow-
ly being abandoned worldwide
because the inherent properties of
the SARS-CoV-2 virus - such as high
transmissibility and its capacity to
evolve into new variants - make it
impossible to be completely eradi-
cated.

Instead, the world is now mo-
ving towards an endemic Covid-19
strategy, which will only be possi-

shot programme, as we have
described in this column.

Above all else, we urge everyone
to remember that boosters and
vaccination programmes are cru-
cial, but they are only one part of
the entire universe of our public
health and pandemic responses.

Dr Ivanna Sim just graduated with
her medical degree, Dr Sean Thum
is a psychiatry trainee, and Dr Khor
Swee Kheng is a physician special-
ising in health policies and global
health, who tweets as @DrKhorSK.
The views expressed here are
entirely their own. For more infor-
mation, email starhealth@thestar.
com.my. The information provided
is for educational and communica-
tion purposes only. The Star does
not give any warranty on accuracy,
completeness, functionality, useful-
ness or other assurances as to the
content appearing in this column.
The Star disclaims all responsibility
for any losses, damage to property
or personal injury suffered directly
or indirectly from reliance on such
information.
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Water supply recovery at 98pc

" KUALA LUMPUR: The restoration

of water supply in 998 areas in
Petaling, Klang, Shah Alam,
Gombak, Kuala Lumpur, Hulu
Selangor, Kuala Langat and Kuala
Selangor reached 98
per cent up to 6am
yesterday.

Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd corporate com-
munication head Eli-
na Baseri said that
based on the percent-
age breakdown of wa-
ter supply recovery
according to region,
six districts — Hulu
Selangor, Kuala Lan-
gat, Shah Alam, Kuala

Elina Baséﬁ

the affected areas differed de-
pending on the distance of the
consumer’s premises and the wa-
ter pressure of the distribution
system,” she said yesterday.

The disruption from
Oct 13 due to the shut-
ting down of the Sun-
gai Selangor Water
Treatment Plant
Phase 1 for upgrading
and maintenance
work was scheduled
to end by 9pm yester-
day.

Air Selangor hoped
consumers who re-
ceived their water
supply would use it

Selangor, Petaling prudently to allow the
and Gombak — had recovery in the other
attained full recovery. areas to run smoothly.

The recovery rate in Kuala
Lumpur was at 95.5 per cent and
Klang at 89.4 per cent.

“The duration of the disruption
and restoration of water supply in

For details, visit Air Selangor’s
communication channels on
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
or contact Air Selangor at 15300.
Bernama
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| TOP GLOVE &)

As a homegrown business entity that
began operations with only one
factory and a single glove production
line in 1991, Top Glove has always
believed in giving back to the
community that has supported its
growth into the world's largest
manufacturer of gloves today.

FIRM COMMITMENT
TOWARDS BETTERING

COMMUNITIES

“As a Malaysian company growing from
strength to strength, Top Glove
remains committed towards making a
positive impact in the community.
Working with the Foundation, we will
continue our efforts to reduce our
carbon footprint; create a Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) talent pool that
will power our industries in the future;
and contribute towards the country's
economic growth and wellbeing,”
adds Dato’ Lee.

As part of its community engagement
and efforts, Top Glove established
Top Glove Foundation (TGF) in 2009,
with the aim of providing funding for
charitable and educational purposes,
as well as to undertake activities
related to the environment and
community. It soon recognised the
potential to broaden its reach and
significantly contribute to the
country's talent development and
environmental sustainability.

NURTURING THE NEXT
GENERATION

With the belief that quality education is
the key driver for transformation, and
an integral ingredient to bettering
one's self, the Foundation is proud to
have supported dozens of students
over the years in attaining quality
education, enabling them to go on to
rewarding careers.

Today, the Company, through TGF,
is pleased to provide funding for
or talent

P through the
of scholarships and provision of
industrial training for university
students; in addition to carrying out
numerous community, social and
environmental initiatives. As at
FY2021 ended 31 August 2021,
TGF has contributed a total of RM30
million to support several causes
under these pillars.

Since its inception, the Foundation has
provided scholarships worth over

RM3 million to more than 100 bright,
deserving students. Upon graduation,

Top Glove Managing Director, these students have the opportunity to

:)ato' Lee Kim Meow, says: ] = I T " ot join Top Glove, where they would be

‘We that local RM 46,360.00 1 able to contribute their knowledge and
and communities are closely linked, s - o o s oo o e 2 i 3 RSt skills to the Company and the industry
and that we can make a significant as a whole.

impact on the community as a whole.
We believe in doing good, so that we
may continue doing well.”

DOING GOOD FOR THE
COMMUNITY

Top Glove delivers aid to communities
through various means, including
donations in cash and kind, awareness
campaigns and internship

ities. During the
and various restrictions on movement
which necessitated a reduction in
physical activities, Top Glove volunteers
remained actively involved to do good
whenever permitted.

LENDING MOTHER
NATURE A HAND

Top Glove takes its responsibility in

g the envi :
undertaking several initiatives both
within the Company and the
community it works in.

One of the initiatives it organised last
year was its annual Recycling Day, to
encourage upcycling, downcycling and
recycling among Top Glove employees,
while inculcating a green mindset.

Its green outreach programmes for the
community included efforts to

preserve the Setia Alam Community
Forest and clean up Pantai Morib and
Pantai Kelanang in Selangor.

Some of the Foundation's activities this
year include donations of food and

daily essentials to welfare homes, Pusat
Khidmat Rakyat N42 Dun Meru and blind
masseurs in Brickfields, as well as

a donation of mattresses to three welfare
homes for their residents.

— For more information on Top Glove F ion, visit http: gl
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Tajuk Berita

Shah Alam Entrepreneurial Development Program helps businessmen
and hawkers get out of economic trauma.
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Durian farm housing plan has been shelved for 16 years, and the two
parties have not reached a consensus.
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Tajuk Berita 12 areas in Klang sfill doesn't have water supply, excos service center
arrange to distribute water
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